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A Russian Enigma

Mrs Alkali Forbes in Good
Words

When Catherine II of Russia
made her bold stroke for the throne
in 1762 her chief advisers and
abettors were the Counts Gregory
and Alexis Orlov who conse
quently became equal participants
ol her favors the
was empty headed but exceedingly
handsome Alexis was masterful
sensual and of an energetic rest
less temperament which was evi
dently inherited from their fore
father a Strelitz named Ivan sur
named Orel which signifies an
eagle Fie with hundreds ot others
had been condemned to death by
Peter the Great after the rebellion-
at Moscow in 1698 and owed his
life to the perfect sangfroid he ex
hibited when finding the
of the beam which served as the
block for whole ranks encumbered
with the head i one of his com
panions he kicker it away saying

is ny place it must be
clear This act which was wit
nessed by the Emperor roused his
admiration he granted him a par
don forthwith and placed him in
a regiment ot the line he so
distinguished himself that he
quired the rank of officer and con
sequently the title of noble which

in the family
The ambition to divest Russia

of its Oriental character and to in
troduce European men and man
ners initiated by Peter was carried
out to the letter by Catherine who
taught her courtiers to feel and
enjoy the fascinations ot French

at the saine time she had
the wit to make her suojects forget
her German extraction by selecting
her ministers entirely from the
people The principal of these
were Gregory Orlov Galatzin
Potemkin Romantzov and Panin

Adventurers and adven
turesses sprang up like mush
rooms One ot these was a lady
who claimed to be the daugh er of
the Empress Elizabeth and there
fore the rightful heir to the throne
Her career not entirely an unblem
ished one and the manner in which
she was entrapped by Count Alexis
Orlov was one of the sensations-
of the day

Before relating her story how
ever it is necessary to record the
positions held by the two brothers-
at Court Gregory remained at
Catherines right hand invested
with the title of Prince having
apartments in the royal
with communication to Catherines
private rooms by means of sliding
panels in the walls while it
Alexis to guard her half foolish
husband Peter III and in concert
with his fellow officers
Feodor Bariatinski to put an end
to his life which is said to have
been done in a most barbarous
manner in the castle of Ropcha
though whether or not with the
Empresss sanction has never
transpired Count Alexis was
then about twenty six years of age
and is described as being remark
able for his height ath
letic form muscular power and
surprising agility An enormous
gash whicn he had received in the
lace during a quarrel had not com-
pletely the primitive beauty
of his features Such a man then
was the second favorite who was
given the rank ot Lieutenant Gen
eral with the order of St Andrew
the highest in the empire and in
addition to this the key as cham
berlain with right of entry to the
Empresss rooms at any hour of
the day or night

The war with Turkey which
then broke out furnished him
with an opportunity of justifying
this extraordinary promotion and
of which he promptly avbiled

by submitting a plan for a
naval expedition io the Archipel-
ago and obtaining the command
with Admiral Elphinsone
and Captain Greig as cheif officers
the latter afterwards becoming
Admiral in his place By an
rangement with the Archduke of
Tuscany Leghorn was made the
headquarters of the fleet and at
the desire of the Empress the
British there Sir John Dick with
the permission of King George III
was appointed Russian agent but
in a private capacity receiving in
1770 as an acknowledgement of
his services the order ot St Anne
set round with diamonds with a
letter from Count Panirrconveying
the thanks of her Imperial Majesty
and her Ministers

When Count Alexis had occa-
sion to be at Leghorn he resided
chiefly with St John but he had
also a residence at Pisa where he
spent the intervals in the campaign
during one ot which he signalized
himself to the horror and disgust
of the inhabitants by his execu
tion ot the poetess Madelaine
Morelli soon after she had been
crowned with laurel at the Capitol-
in 1771 It was shortly after this
event that the mysterious lady
already alluded to first appeared-
on the scenes Although the
bearer of many names to the end
she remained nameless Born

knows where educated no one
knows how yet the mistress ot
several languages she first became
known to the public in London
where she lived in great style in
company with certain Van Toers

son ol a Dutch merchant at
Ghent from which place he hid
fled leaving wife children and
creditors

Madame de as she
was then called had lived

in Ghent under the name of
Scholl and prior to that in Berlin
under that ofFrank She remained-
in London until forced by creditors-
to move on but only to reappear-
in Paris Here it was as
Princess Voldomer that she set up
house with a numerous suite
among which were two German
Barons The Barons needless to
relate were as enigmatical as the
Princess one of whom on being
arrested for debt proved to
Toers the prodigal son of the
Dutchman

While at Venice she persuaded
the Sultan of Turkey to support
her claim to throne and act
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uallv to embark her in one ot his
with all her suite far Con-

stantinople but owing to a storm
the vessel was obliged to take
refuge in the harbor of Ragusa
Here they landed and accommo
dation was provided for her by the
French Consul placing his house
at her disposal While under his
roof she addressed a letter to
Count Alexis Orlov then with the
fleet at Leghorn enclosing a copy
of the Empress Elizabeths will
and claiming her right the Russian
throne which document she en
trusted to Mr Wortley Montagu-
to deliver The Count forwarded
the totter straight to Catherine
who sent immediate instructions-
to secure her personatall risksand-
if the authorities ol the town re
fused to give her up to bombard-
it at once This gives color to the
idea that there was some sort of
foundation to her claim

Although Catherine failed to
elicit her real identity during her
life some discovery must have
been made after her death for a
curious fact came to light some
years later The French Minister-
at St Petersburg had a demand
put before him by a French subject
for a sum of fiftytwo thousand
livres being a debt of the Princess
Vlodomir during her stay in Paris
in 1772 The Marquis de Verac
never having heard a per
son proceeded to make inquiries
These were abruptly stopped the
Princess he was informed was
dead and all her debts had been
paid but if the claim in question
was sent in a settlement would be
made On reviewing the whole
evidence it would appear that the
unfortunate woman was herself un
aware of the identity of her par-
ents in her youth she had been
taken from place to her high
birth spoken of in ambiguous
terms and finally had received the
will of the Empress Elizabeth an-

onymously during her stay at
Mannheim But whether she was
of royal birth or not it was mani-
festly necessary for Catherinewho-
had plumped herselt upon the
throne to silence any possible pre
tensions-

A BURIED CITY AND AN ANCIENT
CHURCH The ancient of
Britain we are told was Verulam
ium It stood a few score yards

Albans Abbey Not-
a stone of it remains upon another
but one may readily trace its site
by the mounds of heaving turf that
lie scattered round The worms
and moles must have been busy
here for over a thousand years for
the ruins are buried several feet
deep beneath the sward That
was an instructive experiment of
Darwins when he had several
acres of grass land covered with a
thick layer of chalk He lived to
see that stratum of chalk nine or
ten inches deep beneath the sur
face that Vas the work of the
worms The city was a mile in
length and threefourths of a mile
in width It was laid out in a
series of oblong plots through
which ran the great Roman road
still known as Walling Street
On the side was the
Kings Fishpond a lake fed by the
pretty little stream the Vcr still
bright and sparkling and dimpled-
in spring by the rising trout An
ancient British fortification is sup
posed to have occupied the site
and this was taken in first
invasion B c 55 After a cen
turys absence the Romans re
turned and commenced building
the stately Verulamium with its
palaces forum and amphitheatres
In A D 54 it became the capital
Then only a few years afterwards
came a terrible revenge the city
was sacked and burned by Boa
dicea and not a soul ot the seventy
thousand inhabitants escaped Ex-
cavations from time to time have
resulted in the discovery of Roman
pavements coins and pottery and
abundant traces of its early Roman
occupation One may
some ideas as to the importance of
St Albans centuries ago from a
glance at the Old Sumpter Yard
All that is left ol the monastery is
thegateway the first floor of which-
is used as the grammar school
perhaps the oldest in the kingdom

There must have been a
busy scene in front of it when
crowded with wagonspack horses
and mule in the produce-
of the land from the country round

the venison and game the meat
corn wine and oil For the Abbot
entertained many guests kings
princes and noblemen among
them and a host of retainers Be-
yond the ruins Verulamium is the
ancient church of St Michaels in
which may be seen a monument-
to Lord Bacon Baron of Veru
lam who after all Natural Wis
dom and Secrets ol Life he had
unfolded Natures law fulfilled
Let compound be dissolved 1n
the year of Our Lord 1626 of his
age 66 The venerable Abbey
ot St Albans occupied a com-
manding site by It was
founded by Lanfranc in 1077 and
opened eleven years after for pub-
lic worship The material of the
Abbey consists largely of that
found in the ruins of Verulamium
As may be noticed Roman tiles
enter largely into the construction
besides sandstone and flint One
may observe here an i there-
in the older garden walls similar
material employed Verulamium
was an inexhaustible quarry St
Albans is thought to be the oldest
existing
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The readers ol this will be
pleased to learn that at least
one disease that science has
been able to cure in all its and
that is Catarrh Halls Catarrh Cure is
the positive cure known to the
medical fraternity Catarrh a
constitutional disease requires a con-
stitutional treatment Halls Catarrh
Cure is taken internally acting directly
upon the mucous surfaces of
the thereby destroying the
foundation of the
the patient strength by building up the
constitution and assisting nature in
doing its work proprietors have
so in iu curative powers that
they offer Ont Hundred Dollars for any
case that it foils to cure Send lor list
ol testimonial
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LAUSEN PRICF BREW
ING CO

NEW YORK BREWERY

59th St and nth Ave

NEW YORK

XX XXX Ales and Porter for City and
Export use

D G YUENGLING JR
BREWING CO

EXTRA FINK LAGER BEER BREWERY

Cor izSth St and Both

YORK

THE JACOB HOFFMANN
BREWING CO

sob soS I0 213 E 55th Street

NEW YORK

M N NOLAN Pros and Treas
M SCURODT JOHN HOFFMAN Mgrs

A KAMPFER JOSEPH A SHEA
Secretary Asst Secy

QUINN NOLAN

Bcveryck Brewing Co

LAGER BEER BREWERY

22 24 26 38 and 30 North Ferry Street

ALBANY N Y

WILLIAM SIMON
PROPRIETOR 9

John Schuslers Brewing Co

BREWER MALTSTER

BUPPATjO N Y

TLANTIC BREWERY

RUBSAM 40RRMAN BREWING
COMPANY

StnplctonStntcn Island N Y

GEO RINGLER A CO

LAGER BEER BREWERS

yrslanal fd between 3d and 3d
Avenues

NEW YORK

SEITZS

BROOKLYN CITY BREWERY

Established 146-

28B2B4 MAUJER ST

BROOKLYN

KLINQ-

UKEWINQ

eflargon Ave near Belle Isle Bridge
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TAN IMHAE USER BEER
UNQUESTIONABLY THE

THE TANNHAEUSER BEER
the Finest Canada Barley Malt and Saazer Horsand specially recommended for its tonic and nutritive qualities

BREWING COMPANY received Two MedalsiL 8l6 and was awarded the Grand Prize at the

Exposition Antwerp 1894 at the International

TILE BERGNER ENGEL BREWING
PHILADELPHIA

It-

f FINEST LIGHT BEER EXTANT t

Is brewed from Pale West

The BERGNER
atthe Exhibition
Universal in Paris tS highest Diploma of Honor BrusselsExposition i888 Grand Prize and Gold Inl Exposition tourawards at the Worlds Fair Chicago tBgl an land
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for Sale In bottles by
CHAS L BEATTY CO

1211 Pennn Aye Washington
n

6 RA0 Iw is-

RfSS BOULESI-

86Dr Mutiy-

C Q
FMI pVPANB

0 PALE 5TOC1

LAGER
°

ANHEUSER BUSCH
BREWING ASSOCIATION

BREWERS OF FINE BEERS EXCLUSIVELY

Original

Budwoiser

Michelor

Muenchener Faust
Anheuser

Pale Lager

On On all Pullman and Cars Ocean and Lake Steamers ArmyPOtts and at First ClaY Hotels and Bers

NO CORN USED Corn Beer is than a lmlaiof ofGenuine Beer

1REYMANN

BREWING CO I

y

BREWERS AND 130TTLERSW-

HEELINQ W VA

J D PARSONS SON

sale Wagner

belter Cheap

Contracting
Engineers
Architects

Millwrights
and JlachliUsta

26th and Poplar Streets

PHILADELPHIA PA

Plans and Specifications furnished

for our Improved Gravity System for

Breweries

Builders of modern Machinery and

Millwright Breweriee Malt and

Elevator Houses
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ALLEYS ALES
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BLAMA BREWERY
BOSTON MASS

PETER

LAGER BEER BREWERY

600612 Pearl Street

ELIZABETH N J

JOSEPH HENSLER BREW

ING C01

LAGER BEER BREWERY

73 HAMBURG PLACE

Newark N J

STEAM ALE BREWERY
164 to 186 Ninth Street between Grove

and Henderson Streets
JERSEY CITY NJ

FRANK FEHR BREWING CO
CITY BREWERY

Office No 436 E Greene Street

LOUISVILLE KY

F L and LAGER BEER

This first Gold
Medal at Southern Exposition

Ky 83i and

FRANK SSNN PlIACKKRMAIf

SENN ACKERMAN

MAIN STREET BREWERY

1710 to 1720 W Main St

LOUISVILLE KY

GEO 1VIEDEMANN DREW
ING CO

Jefferson St

Nonport Ky
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pABST BREWING COMPANY l

WIS
i t
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The largest and mot popular Brewery in the Wtu1ttbts You can fret you go
Address all communications to

Pabst Brewing Co

7D3775 North Capitol Street
JTelephone 2731

MILWAUKEE
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Aanualrooorvo Oncpnr04eT
bysimpy asking for Pabst

WASl1INUTONUt

SCHLITZ
BREWING
COMPANY
MANUFACTURER OF MALT AND

LAGER BEER

MILWAUKEE wta

t
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Eastern Depots

D streets w D u

P M Ohmels Co 146 148 Fulton u
New York

H 2 Eutaw
Baltimore

LLemkuhl

Etc t asbw ton
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VAL BLATZ BREWING co

BREWERS AND EXPORTERS-
OF HIGHGRADE BEERS

ONLY

MILWAUKEE WJS

CHRISTIAN MOERLEIN BREWING
COMPANY

BREWERS HAND BOTTLERS

FINEST QUALITY OF LAGER

Elm Henry and Dunlap Streets

CINCINNATI 0

fRANK JONES BREWING CO

Celebrated GOLDEN STOCK Jt ETC India Pale PorteT ana mown
IMPERIAL CREAM XXX L Stont Importer a Basss Ales

Office 84 Market Street PORTSMOUTH H

DEPOT 147 Congress Street Boston Mass1

GERHARD LANG

BREWER

BUFFALO
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